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an affectionate and devoted father to his four motherless
children* There was no act of mean villainy to which
Richard Pigott was not prepared to stoop; he was a black-
mailer* a forger* a swindler* a thief* and a purveyor of indecent
" books and photographs; yet there can be few virtuous men
in the world who love their children more deeply than he
loved his* He was in one of the more acute crises of his
finances when Parnell came purchasing papers; and the offer
of a substantial sum for his precarious papers* drawn from
the funds of the Land League which he had so assiduously
opposed* must have been a godsend to him* Parnell formed
the Irish National Newspaper and Publishing Company*
Limited, and bought the Shamrock, which he suppressed*
the Flag of Ireland, which he renamed United Ireland, and
the Irishman, which he continued under that name*
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The passage of the Land Bill presented a pretty problem
to Parnell* It was a more generous measure than any of the
-Irish members had expected* considering how troubled the
Government was* not only by Ireland* but by South Africa*
Mr* Gladstone's Cabinet had endured simultaneously with
their Irish struggle the disasters of Laing's Nek* the Ingogo
River* and Majuba Hill* where* as the calamitous conclusion
to a calamitous campaign* General Colley was killed* Clearly,
the Irish could not profitably endeavour to screw any more
out of the Government at that time than the Government
had unexpectedly offered them* On the other hand* they
had to remember their extremists at home and in America*
and must not appear too pleased with what they had got.
Parnell was always prepared to appear unreasonable or un-
grateful in the eyes of the English, provided that he appeared
reasonable and right in the eyes of the Irish* but he was not
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